Helloooo Juniors of 2022!!!
My name is Jonelle Grossman and I am so excited to be
your Junior Unit Head this summer! Some of you may
remember me back from Summer 2019, but I’m sure that
I am a new face to many of you! This will be my third year
on staff and after a brief hiatus I am thrilled to be returning
this year as your unit head. The two years I spent as a
Junior camper were definitely some of my most
memorable summers where I made the most friends, so I
am beyond excited to spend this summer with all of you.
Before we get to camp, I’d like to take this time to tell you
all a bit about myself!
This will be my 11th summer at camp, my 3rd time working with the Junior Unit, and my first
year as a Unit Head. I was previously a counsellor on Theatre, where I directed some beloved
camp shows and choreographed many dance routines. Also, if you were at camp last
summer, you may know my sister Lexi who worked at the Adventure Park! In my free time
you can find me re-watching seasons of RuPaul’s Drag Race, cooking, hanging out with my
two dogs Charlie and Gus, and eating lots of sushi. I am from Toronto and just completed my
3rd year of my undergraduate degree at Queen’s University, where I study biology. At the
start of this year, I travelled to Barcelona, Spain, where I lived and studied abroad for 5
months. Now that I am home, the only thing I can think about is returning to camp!
Last summer when I wasn’t at camp, I missed it very much. That’s why I am so looking forward
to FINALLY be back at my home away from home! It has been my dream ever since I was a
camper like you, to be a unit head at Manitou. Some of my favourite things about camp are
music lunches, World Games, the dance show, plays, Halloween, beach day, and so much
more! The Juniors are known for being an energetic and fun group, so I hope you’re all ready
to scream the Junior cheers as loud as possible in the dining hall to prove that we are the
best unit in camp (because we really are).
I want you all to know that it is my job, along with your counsellors, to make sure that you are
having the best time this summer. If you ever need anything at all, I will be there for you!
Please don’t hesitate to come find me and we can hang out, or talk about absolutely anything.
Whether this is your first summer at Manitou or not, coming to camp can always be a little
nerve wracking. But don’t worry, I promise that I will be around to help you settle in, and I just
know that you will LOVE camp just as much as I do.
Growing up at Manitou was probably the best thing that ever happened to me. I made lifelong
friendships, made countless memories, and learned so much about myself. Every single one
of you contributes to the incredible community that is Manitou, and I seriously cannot wait to
welcome you all to our Junior unit family in just a few weeks. For now, I wish you all good
luck with the rest of school! See you all soon for what I can already tell is going to be (say it
with me)…. THE BEST SUMMER EVER!!!
Lots of Love,
Jonelle

Hello to the Juniors of Summer 2022,
My name is Daniel Diamond, and I am so excited to be one of your
unit heads for 2022 (A.K.A the best summer ever!) This is my
thirteenth summer at camp, fourth on staff, and first year as a unit
head. Growing up as a Manitou camper myself, being able to
become your unit head has been an absolute dream of mine since
I started as a Freshkid back in 2008 (I’m old…don’t mention it!). I
know for many of you, including myself, being able to return to camp
after what has been an unprecedented year will be very much
needed! To those I’ve had the pleasure of getting to know and to all
of you I have yet to meet, just know that this summer is guaranteed to be a 10/10!
During my nine years as a camper, some of my fondest memories were with my cabinmates
making lifelong memories that none of us will ever forget. Part of the magic of camp is that
everyone is welcomed and celebrated for who they are; whether you tend to gravitate more
so to sports activities or the more creative ones, or a mix of both, just know one thing; you
belong at Manitou. There is no other place where you will be able to truly hone your skills while
being able to explore new ones. Growing up at camp, I was a Theatre kid, but never shied
away from Ropes & Climbing, Basketball, or Archery. Hopefully, you will do the same and trust
the idea that you can broaden your horizons and dive in head-first to everything that Manitou
has to offer. As a counsellor, I spent my years with the Sophomore, which taught me how to
truly appreciate the camper experience and and so I am just so ecstatic to bring everything
I’ve learned to the incredible Junior unit.
Now to tell you a little bit about me…I am a third-year student at Carleton University in Ottawa
studying Global Politics. Last summer spent my summer as the Activity Head at Culinary Arts
where I got to spend some quality time with many of you (and make some pretty delicious
snacks too!). In my spare time, I love to watch the Raptors, cheer on Team Red Bull in F1,
and explore the city with my dog, Roscoe. I went to Deer Park Public School, then attended
Claude Watson School for the Arts at Earl Haig Secondary School specializing in Drama.
My job as your unit head is to make sure you are having a great time this summer. That means
whenever you have any issue whatsoever, something to celebrate, or just want to talk about
your day - I’m your guy! Myself, along with your counsellors, are going to make sure that the
summer is as incredible as can be. Please know that I have your back on everything, big or
small, and that my cabin door will always be open for a pep talk or a laugh. I want to emphasize
that if you have any nervousness about camp, that it is totally normal! I’ve been there too, and
believe me, those nerves will turn into smiles and laughs sooner than you know.
This summer, as Juniors, it’s important to remember that you are becoming leaders in camp
and you will be looked up to by the younger campers. Whether it be in the cabin or around
camp in general, the expectation is that the “Manitou way” of kindness, honesty, and respect
will guide your decisions. For many of you, returning to camp and “normal life” over the past
year may have had it’s ups and downs. Like me, I’m sure many of you have spent a lot of time
inside playing Fortnite and watching Netflix…but forget that. This summer, we are so privileged
be outside, to be able to go for a swim, enjoy the camp around us and have one heck of a
summer. I cannot wait to see you all in less than a month. Until that time, best of luck with your
packing. I’ll be counting down the days until I can welcome each of you to what is guaranteed
to be the best summer ever.
Cheers,
Daniel

